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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 

papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10597872 is in 

compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 

statement has been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Oshino 
(20030162484) hereafter '484. 

'484 discloses the limitations therein including the following: 

Regarding claim 1 '484 discloses a housing structure for mounting optical 
elements (fig. 2a, 2b, and fig. 5 "40" as the housing structure) in particular of a 
projection lens housing in a projection exposure system for manufacturing 
semiconductor elements (fig. 1 , par. [0032]-[0035]), wherein attachment locations, with 
connecting parts, for connection to a supporting structure being provided on structural 
elements (fig. 5, "46" as the "supporting structure" "40" and "42" as the "connecting 
parts"), wherein the connecting parts comprise supporting elements with mounting 
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flanges for connection to the supporting structure (fig. 5 "40" as the "mounting flange"), 
and wherein the supporting elements are connected to the structural elements in such a 
way that supporting forces, in particular weight forces, are taken up essentially by 
pressure forces and shear forces (fig. 5). 



44 




Connecting parts 



supporting 
structure 

Regarding claim 2 '484 discloses a housing structure according to claim 1, 
wherein said connections between the structural elements said supporting elements 
and said associated mounting flange are effected essentially by means of adhesive 
surfaces (fig. 5, par. [0057]). 

Regarding claim 3 '484 discloses Housing structure according to claim 1, wherein 
said structural elements are made of materials to which the group comprising glass, 
ceramic and glass ceramic belongs (fig. 5, par. [0053]-[0060]). 

Regarding claim 4 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 1 , 
wherein said supporting elements comprise the metal supporting element. 

Regarding claim 5 '484 discloses a housing structure according to claim 1, 
wherein at least three supporting elements, distributed over the periphery, act on said 
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structural elements (fig. 2 (a) and 5). 

Regarding claim 6 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 5, 
wherein said supporting elements act on an at least approximately centrally arranged 
structure reinforcing plate (fig. 2A and 5). 

Regarding claim 7 '484 discloses the Housing structure according to claim 1, 
wherein said supporting elements each have at least approximately an L-shape with a 
mounting flange (fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 8 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 7, 
wherein said associated structural element lies on a horizontal leg of said L-shape and 
in that the vertical leg of the L-shape lies against the external periphery of said structural 
element said mounting flange adjoining the vertical leg of the L-shape in at least 
approximately the horizontal direction (fig. 5, par. [0039]-[0040]). 

Regarding claim 9 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 8, 
wherein adhesive surfaces are arranged between said two legs of the L-shape of said 
supporting element and said associated structural element (fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 10 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 7, 
wherein said structural element is, in the region of the horizontal leg of the L-shape, 
provided with a through-bore, through which a prestressed screw is passed and 
connected to the horizontal leg of the L-shape (fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 1 1 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 7, 
wherein said structural element is, in the region of said vertical leg of the L-shape, 
provided with a through-bore, through which a prestressed screw is passed and by 
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means of which said vertical legs of the L-shape is connected to said structural element 
(fig- 4). 

Regarding claim 12 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 1, 
wherein said supporting elements each have a U-shape seen in cross section, from 
which said mounting flange branches off, said associated structural element being 
received between said two U-legs (fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 13 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 12, 
wherein said structural element is provided with a through-bore, through which a screw 
is passed, which is connected to said two U-legs of said supporting element in such a 
way that the two U-legs exert a prestressing force on said structural element. 

Regarding claim 14 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 1, 
wherein said supporting element comprises two clamping plates arranged at a distance 
from one another, between which said associated structural element is received, a 
peripheral plate running parallel to the outer wall of said structural element and a 
mounting flange connected to said two clamping plates and said peripheral plate (fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 15 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 14, 
wherein said mounting flange has at least approximately a T-shape, one T-leg forming 
said mounting flange, and connecting elements, connecting said two clamping plates 
and said peripheral plate to said mounting flange, being arranged on a leg arranged at 
right angles to the said leg (fig. 2(a), fig. 5, par. [0039]-[0049]). 

Regarding claim 16 '4894 discloses the housing structure according to claim 15, 
wherein said connecting elements are designed as screws with spring elements (fig. 6). 
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Regarding claim 17 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 14, 
wherein adhesive surfaces are arranged between said clamping plates, said peripheral 
plate and said structural element (fig. 5, par. [0057]). 

Regarding claim 18 '484 discloses the housing structure according to claim 14, 
wherein said two clamping plates are provided with screws, which are screwed into said 
structural element in such a way that a prestress is exerted on said adhesive surfaces 
(fig. 2, fig. 5, par. [0057]). 

Conclusion 

Watson (20030234918) and Yoshida (6825998) are being cited herein to show a 
reference that discloses some similar features to that of the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES C. JONES whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1278. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. est. time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on (571 ) 272-2333. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James C. Jones/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2873 
9/2/2008 



/Ricky L. Mack/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2873 



